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should be replaced by a concept of relative stability in a
dynamic environment.
The information presented in this paper should add
to an understanding of environmental dynamics in such
circumstances, in addition to furthering an understanding
of the impact of possible future conservation or use of
some beach environments, at least in Scotland. The direct
impact of tourism on ecosystems can be measured (liddle
& Greig-Smith, 1975a, 1975ft). What is presented here is
an environmental framework into which pertinent impact
statements can be placed, recognising the fact also that
such impacts will alter the dynamics of the system itself.
SUMMARY
The machair coastal areas of the Outer Hebrides form
one of the more distinctive coastal environments in
Britain and owe their origin to an apparently unique, as
yet not clearly understood, combination of factors which
operated in the late postglacial period. A further distin-
guishing characteristic is the often quite extensive level
machair grassland plain, which is suggested here as being
the last of a series of evolutionary phases which took
place from the time of initial sand deposition (ca 6000
B.P.) until ca 2000 B.P. There is evidence that, in a modi-
fied form, these processes may have continued right
through to the present time.
Interrelationships between present-day vegetation
communities, minor landform features, relative position
of these 'biotopographic' units, and evidence of former-
but now buried—organic soil horizons, enables a theory
for the formation of these machair plains to be put for-
ward. The most complete set of data upon which this
theory is based is available at Grogarry Machair, South
Uist. Although precise dating of organic horizons is dif-
ficult, a time-sequence is made possible by reference to
datable archaeological evidence from this and other areas
in the Outer Hebrides. Further application of this pro-
posed model in other areas at least of the Hebrides, to-
gether with 14C dating and related cultural evidence from
these areas, would test the value and relevance of this
proposal. The significance of such an approach to re-
source management problems provides a broader context
for this issue.
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Parks Canada Issues New Policy
Protecting Canada's Heritage, both natural and cul-
tural, has become the central theme of Parks Canada's
new policy. Recognizing the need to update and revise
an earlier policy dating from 1964, Parks Canada under-
took a major consultation process involving other federal
departments, provincial governments, and more than
300 individuals and non-governmental organizations.
The consultation revealed deep-seated support for the
protection of Canada's Heritage, and widespread public
appreciation of its value to all Canadians.
The policy document, entitled 'Parks Canada Policy'
(69 pp., illustr., 1979) provides guidance for the Govern-
*It is said that this is already being translated into Japanese.—Ed.
ment as well as the public service in ensuring that the
protection of historic, cultural, and natural, resources
receives a number-one priority in the allocation of man-
power and financial resources.
The policy document* is available in English or
French at no charge from Parks Canada, Les Terrasses
de la Chaudiere, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH4, Canada.
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